
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 293 

rediscovered at the time of its first return. When discovered 
this year it was in the constellation Scutum. Its motion south- 
ward and eastward has since taken it into Sagittarius and 
Capricornus. Its nearest approach to the Sun was on Novem- 
ber 2nd, when it was at a distance of about 91,000,000 miles. 

Anna R. Kidder. 
Berkeley Astronomical Department. 

Note on Comet c 1913 (Neujmin). 

According to the orbit published in Lick Obscnatory Bul- 
letin. No. 245, this comet is moving in an ellipse with a period 
of 17.83 years. The orbit is inclined 15 to the plane of the 
ecliptic. It is a very interesting fact that the comet's path lies 
for a short distance very near to the orbit of the planet Mars. 
For a distance of about 40,000,000 miles the two orbits are 
almost parallel, the comet's path being but 570,000 miles 
further from the Sun than that of Mars. At the present peri- 
helion passage, which occurred on August 16th of this year. 
Mars was considerably ahead of the comet, so that they did not 
get closer than 100,000,000 miles. The comet is now in the 
Square of Pegasus, but it is too faint to be seen except with 
the largest telescopes. On November 4th, Professor Barnard 
of Yerkes Observatory described the comet as seen in the 
40-inch refractor as showing no trace of nebulosity and look- 
ing exactly like a star of 13 J/2 magnitude. For a detailed ac- 
count of the discovery of the comet and its appearance, see the 
note by Dr. Aitken on September 23, 1913, printed in these 
Publications for October, 1913. Seth B. Nicholson. 

Berkeley Astronomical Department. 

Note on Comet d 1913 (Delavan-Westphal). 

The fourth comet of the year was discovered by Delavan at 
the La Plata Observatory, Argentina, on September 26th. At 
that time it was in the constellation of Aquarius and was mov- 
ing westward and northward. 

In Astronomische Nachrichtcn 4619, Mr. Adolf Hnatek 
gives search ephemerides for the current year corresponding 
to different assumptions for the period of Westphal's peri- 
odic comet. Interpolation from these, on the basis of the 
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observations of September 26th and 27th of Delayax's comet 
by Hussey and Aitken respectively, yielded the period 61.121 
years, thus confirming the identity of the new comet with 
Westpiial's comet of 1852. 

Observations of September 27th and 30th and October 4th, 
by Dr. Aitken of the Lick Observatory, formed the basis of 
a differential correction of Hnatek's elements, conditioned by 
the assumption of a period of 61. 121 years. In this connection 
it should be stated that Professor Leuschxer's formulae are 
so arranged that it is a simple matter to compute an orbit on 
the basis of any adopted period. The elements of the orbit 
and an ephemeris are given in Lick Observatory Bulletin, 
No. 244. 

The comet is moving in a plane inclined 44 to the plane of 
the ecliptic. Its nearest approach to the Sun will be on No- 
vember 26th, at a distance of 117,000,000 miles. It has been 
receding from the Earth since discovery. Maximum bright- 
ness was reached early in October, so that the comet will not 
become visible to the naked eye, as in 1852. 

The following comment by Professor Barxard of the Yerkes 
Observatory, just received in a letter from him to Professor 
Leuschner, may be of interest : "Westphal's comet is sim- 
ply gone to pieces. It is a vague, somewhat elongated mass of 
feeble light 2' ± in diameter. A setting for position could not 
be made closer than V. It is most extraordinary. There is no 
condensation and no form to it. It is faint." 

Sophia H. Levy. 
Bfrkeley Astronomical Department, 
November 10, 1913. 



